
1

Iowa Museum Association

From: National Endowment for the Humanities <NEH@public.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2020 4:20 PM
To: imasweet@cfu.net
Subject: NEH Receives $75 Million to Distribute to Cultural Institutions Affected by Coronavirus

CARES Act economic stabilization plan provides emergency  relief to humanities organizati ons   

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
National Endowment for the Humanities

 

NEWS RELEASE

pwasley@neh.gov | (202) 606-8424

Media Contact: Paula Wasley

NEH.gov
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NEH Receives $75 Million to Distribute 
to Cultural Institutions Affected by 

Coronavirus  
National economic stabilization bill provides emergency relief to humanities 

organizations   

Cultural stimulus package includes $30 million for 

state and jurisdictional humanities councils  

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 27, 2020) — The National Endowment for the 

Humanities (NEH) will receive $75 million in supplemental funding to assist 

cultural institutions affected by the coronavirus as part of the $2.2 trillion 

CARES Act economic stabilization plan appropriated by the U.S. Congress and 

signed into law today by President Donald J. Trump.   

“Our federal agency will work around the clock to ensure that these vital 

funds immediately reach large and small cultural organizations, as well as 
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educators, curators, scholars, filmmakers, and other humanists,” said NEH 

Chairman Jon Parrish Peede. “Telecommuting from more than 150 

residences,” said Chairman Peede, “the NEH staff are committed 

to doing their part to help sustain the $878-billion arts and cultural economic 

sector, which accounts for 4.5 percent of our nation's gross domestic product 

(GDP).”  

As detailed in the Supplemental Funding FAQ on the NEH website, this 

emergency funding will support at-risk humanities positions and projects at 

museums, libraries and archives, historic sites, colleges and universities, and 

other cultural nonprofits that have been financially impacted by the coronavirus. 

Anchoring the domestic creative economy, museums and historic sites are 

reporting losses of $1 billion a month as education programs, exhibitions, 

festivals, and other events have been canceled.  

Approximately 40 percent of the appropriation, or $30 million, will go directly to 

the 56 state and jurisdictional humanities councils to support local cultural 

nonprofits and educational programming. Through the regranting of federal 

support, the councils reach an estimated annual audience of 137 million people 

across the world.  

NEH and its national humanities partners will work together to contextualize the 

global impact of the coronavirus in relation to other cataclysmic events, such as 

plagues, natural disasters, and world wars that significantly altered human 

society.  

“It is through the humanities that we rediscover generation after generation ‘the 

better angels of our nature,’ to quote President Lincoln from another time of 

turmoil. Indeed, it is through the humanities that we preserve such words—and, 

on our best days, embody them,” Chairman Peede said. “To the extent that 

healing is to come during and after this pandemic, it will be through humanities 

fields from philosophy to literature to history to religious studies—through the 

act of documenting, preserving, sharing, and reflecting—that our communities 

will move toward a greater sense of wholeness.”  

The $75 million supplemental funding is in addition to NEH’s FY20 

appropriation of $162.25 million.  
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National Endowment for the Humanities: Created in 1965 as an independent 

federal agency, the National Endowment for the Humanities supports research 

and learning in history, literature, philosophy, and other areas of the humanities 

by funding selected, peer-reviewed proposals from around the nation. 

Additional information about the National Endowment for the Humanities and its 

grant programs is available at: www.neh.gov.   
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